mother's apron-strings
children. On learning of * Fritz's' death he sent one of his
household, Lord Lincoln, to offer his condolences to the Princess
and her children; and on March 3ist he went in person to see
them. His heart was touched by the genuine grief which con-
fronted him: refusing the special chair put ready against his
coming he sat at the Princess's side on the sofa, and in his rough
way—and not without tears—tried to comfort her. To his
grandsons he said:
Be brave boys: be obedient to your mother, and endeavour to do
credit to die high station to which you are born.
For a moment the interview helped to soften the feelings which
George II and his daughter-in-law entertained towards each
other. The King did not hesitate to name her as the guardian
of the Heir to the Throne.
by hereditary right George William Frederick succeeded
at once to certain titles and honours on his father's death. He
was Electoral Prince of Brunswick-Luneburg, the Duke of
Edinburgh, the Marquis of the Isle of Ely, the Earl of Eltham,
the Viscount of Lances ton and the Baron of Snaudon. He had
been created a Knight of the Garter during his father's lifetime
—an honour which some wit or other made the occasion for a
lampoon in which ' Fritz * was brutally reminded of his liking
for other sorts of garters.
On April 20th, 1751, the King, by Letters Patent under the
Great Seal, created George Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester
—honours long reserved to the Heir to the Throne. Two days
previously the members of his household were nominated.
The Earl of Sussex, Viscount Downe, and Robert, Lord Bertie
were appointed Lords of the Bedchamber; and Colonel John
Selwyn, who had been one of Marlborough's aides-de-camp,
undertook the duties of Treasurer.
George, Prince of Wales, was now a person of some importance.
In the eyes of that cunning old party manager, the Duke of
Newcastle, he was a person of such importance that he could
not be allowed to escape from c the Newcastle influence.' Thus
the Duke engineered the dismissal of Lord North from his office
of Governor, and replaced him by one of his own creatures—
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